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His Majesty, King George VI, while visiting Canada 
in 1939, unveiled in Ottawa a national memorial to 
those Canadians who offered their lives in the Great 
War, 1914-1918. This work of art, in the heart of 
Canada’s capital, represents Canadian sailors, soldiers, 
airmen and nursing sisters marching together in the 
cause of freedom. Thus, both the struggle and the 
cause are symbolized. 

Our National Memorial, unveiled twenty-one years 
after the Great War, testifies to Canada’s vivid remem- 
brance of her heroes. Such a memorial to the service 
and sacrifice of those Canadian men and women who 
responded to the call that our country might be free, 
inspires us all to emulate their virtues of loyalty and 


devotion. 
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Suggested Programme for 
Rememlrance Day in the 
Schools of Canada 


Preparatory Programme 


N THE week preceding Remembrance Day, 
teachers are urged to impress upon their 
pupils the true meaning of this solemn 

anniversary. This may be done through a 
well-planned programme of activities involv- 
ing art, music, plays and discussions related 
to the central theme of service and sacrifice. 
A presentation of cold, factual material will 
not yield the desired results; rather, through 
their studies, the students should be led to 
feel a keen appreciation of the sense of duty 
and responsibility which has impelled men, 
women and children to place service above 
self. 


The method of presentation to be fol- 
lowed is worthy of serious consideration. 
In a democracy, responsibility in action is 
a condition of the enjoyment of freedom. 
It is fitting, therefore, that Canadian stu- 
dents should learn to work together for the 
common good without expectation of any 
reward other than the satisfaction which 
comes from service to a cause greater than 
oneself. The first steps in this process are 
found in relatively simple experiences of 
co-operation in classroom activities such 
as should be employed in this programme. 
The last steps will be reached when 
young people envision the possibilities of 
a better nation and a better world, and 
commit themselves whole-heartedly and in- 
intelligently to the task of making their 
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visions into reality. Guidance toward this 
ideal is the task of the teacher. Methods 
used in the activities related to Remembrance 
Day may well serve to instil in young minds 
the need for co-operative action for the 
common good. Teachers, therefore, are asked 
to adapt the suggestions given in this pam- 
‘phiet to the needs of their own class and to 
modify their approach to suit the under- 
standing of their students. 


The following suggestions may be used 
by the resourceful teacher as a basis for 
building up a programme for the days prior 
to November lith. In both planning and 
executing pupil-participation should be en- 
couraged to the fullest extent but subject 
to their maturity and previous experience. 
‘Class discussion should be a prominent 
feature. 


1. GENERAL THEME: 
Service and Sacrifice 


2. PLANNING: 


Through class discussion 
Junior Red Cross or Literary Society 
participation 


3.. SUGGESTED SOURCES FOR MATERIAL: 
(a) Lnterature: 


Poems and prose illustrative of the theme 
chosen from Readers or library books 

Using extracts appearing in this booklet 

Memorization of poems chosen by pupils 

Topics for written and oral composition 

A classroom pageant . 

Writing and producing a play 
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(b) Music: 


Suitable hymns 
Songs of the last war 
Patriotic songs of to-day and yesterday 


(c) Art and Construction: 


The poppy as a symbol 

Making decorations for the classroom 
Posters and murals 

Sandtable scenes 


(d) Social Studies: 


Canada in the last war (Further details 
are given on the following pages.) 

Canada’s fight for freedom to-day 

The service and sacrifice of great men 
in Canada’s history 

Great personalities in our world to-day 

) Examples of service and sacrifice in the 

present war and in the Great War 

What the Union Jack represents 

How we may serve Canada to-day 


4, SUGGESTED TOPICS FOR DISCUSSION: 


(a) The National War Memorial — (See 
front cover). 


“Faithfulness such as theirs has brought 
to the Temple of our National Life the 
strength which comes from determination, 
courage and perseverance, and has adorned 
ut with the virtues of love of freedom, and 
of justice, patriotism and a willingness to 
endure even unto death.” 


—HON. J. L. RALSTON 
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(b) Why We Went to War in 1914 


“But each one, man by man, has won 
imperishable praise, each has gained a 
glorious grave—not that sepulchre of earth 
wherein they lie, but the ling tomb of 
everlasting remembrance wherein their glory 
is enshrined, remembrance that will lve 
on the lips, that will blossom in the deeds 
of their countrymen the world over. For 
the whole earth 1s the sepulchre of heroes; 
monuments may rise and tablets be set up 
to them in their own land, but on far-off 
shores there 1s an abiding memorial that 
no pen or chisel has traced; 1t 1s graven, 
not on stone or brass, but on the liwing 
heart of humanity. Take these men for 
your example. Like them, remember that 
prosperity can be only for the free, that 
freedom wis the sure possession of those 
alone who have courage to defend it.”’ 


—FROM THE FUNERAL ® 
ORATION OF PERICLES 


We Canadians are a peace-loving people. 
We take up arms only in a war of 
defence against an unjust aggressor; when 
our liberty is imperilled, we consider it 
our duty to fight to the end for freedom. 
Our country must never be enslaved. 


In 1914, the German peoples set out to 
conquer the world and to reduce all 
nations, including Canada, to servitude. 
“Might is right” was their avowed belief. 
Conscious of our responsibility as a 
nation in world affairs and jealous of 
this attempt to enslave us, we unani- 
_mously supported the action of our gov- 
ernment in declaring war on Germany. 
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(c) Canadians in the Great War 1914-18 


“OQ valiant Hearts, who to your glory 
came 

Through dust of conflict and through 
batile-flame; | 

Tranquil you lie, your knightly virtue 
proved, 

Your memory hallowed in the land 
you loved.” 


The Memorial Chamber in the Parlia- 
ment Buildings in the capital of Canada 
is dedicated to the service, sacrifice and 
achievements of Canadians in the Great 
War; each one who served is represented 
by the badge he wore while serving in 
the armed forces. This is the heart of 
Canada; here is embodied in stone the 
spirit of the people. 


The story of the Canadians in the Great 
War is inscribed on marble panels set in 
the walls. All Canada takes pride in 
the record : 


Canadians in the Fighting Forces 


during the Great War 
Royal Canadian Navy..... 5,123 
PA NETIAVIN AYE. (snketls <degetey= = 1,700 
Canadian Expeditionary 
FORCCEC ee cee 595,441 
Canadians in the Royal Air 
HOTCOwe!. S rhemic ever lpi 12,902 


Nursing sisters to the number of 
2,400 went overseas with the Cana- 
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dian Expeditionary Force, and 527 
were on duty in Canada. Two sisters 
were killed in action; thirteen were 
lost at sea; five died of wounds. 


(d) Canadians on the Home Front 1914-18 


“Keep the home fires burning 
While your hearts are yearning 
Though your lads are far away 
They dream of home.” 


Not on the front line only were service 
‘and sacrifice given freely. At home in 
Canada, wives and mothers bravely saw 
their young husbands and sons go across 
the ocean to risk their lives for King and 
Country. Women’s clubs and societies 
throughout the Dominion devoted their 
energies to special war work; men and 
women alike responded to the call from 
industry for increased production. Their 
service was of the first magnitude. 


Canadian children also played an impor- 
tant part in bringing about victory. 
They sent gifts to the soldiers, saved 
their money to invest in war savings 
and collected papers and metals as 
salvage. What lay within their power 
to do was done willingly and for the 
common good. 


As we recall the activities of the last 
war, we cannot but be impressed by 
the whole-hearted participation in the 
war effort of every Canadian — man, 
woman and child. 
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(e) Origin of Remembrance Day 


“They shall not grow old, as we that 
are left grow old; 
Age shall not weary them, nor the 
years condemn. 
At the going down of the sun and in 
the morning 
We will remember them.” 


—LAURENCE BINYON 


At eleven o’clock on the morning of 
November 11th, 1918, the bugles sounded 
the signal for the laying down of arms. 
The war was over. The Allies had been 
victorious and were assured of freedom 
to choose their own way of life. 


Throughout twenty-three years, Novem- 
ber 11th has been set aside as a day of 
remembrance for those who gave their 


* lives in the Great War. Two minutes 


of silence and prayer for our fallen are 
set aside as a dedication at eleven o’clock, 
the hour at which the war ended. 


But the day also brings to our minds 
the sorrows, the sufferings and the sacri- 
fices of the years of war. Our deepest 
sympathy goes out to the many who 
were bereaved and to those who, broken 
in body, have lived on in the years of 
peace carrying the scars of war. 
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Remembrance Day 
Programme 


The following is a suggested programme 
for Remembrance Day. It is intended to 


serve as a guide to the teacher, who may 


wish to alter it in order to introduce material 
or methods which are considered suitable. 
It is also expected that the teacher will 
adapt the programme to the age of the 


class and to local conditions. The hour for — 


the programme should be so chosen that 
the two-minute silence may begin at eleven 
o'clock. 


It is hoped that the teacher will have 
the programme, either as here suggested or 
as amended, copied and distributed to the 
pupils. 


The Class Sings: 
O CANADA 


O Canada! Our Home and Native Land! 
True patriot love in all thy sons command. 
With glowing hearts we see thee rise, 

The True North, strong and free, 

And stand on guard, O Canada, 

We stand on guard for thee. 


O Canada, glorious and free! 
O Canada, we stand on guard for thee! 
O Canada, we stand on guard for thee! 


O Canada! Beneath thy shining skies, 
May stalwart sons and gentle maidens rise, 
To keep thee steadfast through the years 
From East to Western Sea, 

Our own beloved native land! 

Our True North, strong and free! 


O Canada, glorious and free! 
O Canada, we stand on guard for thee! 
O Canada, we stand on guard for thee! 
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A Student Speaks: 


I VOW TO THEE MY COUNTRY 


I vow to thee, my country, all earthly things above 
Entire and whole and perfect, the service of my love; 


The love that asks no question, the love that stands 
the test, 


That lays upon the altar the dearest and the best; 

The love that never falters, the love that pays the 
price, 

The love that makes undaunted the final sacrifice. 

And there’s another country, I’ve heard of long ago, 


Most dear to them that love her, most great to them 
that know; 

We may not count her armies, we may not see her 
King, 

Her fortress is a faithful heart, her pride is suffering; 

And soul by soul and silently her shining bounds 
increase, 

And her ways are ways of gentleness and all her 


paths are peace. 
—SIR CECIL SPRING-RICE 


The Class in Unison: 
“IN FLANDERS FIELDS ” 


‘‘In Flanders fields the poppies blow 
Between the crosses, row on row, 
That mark our place; and in the sky 
The larks, still bravely singing, fly 
Scarce heard amid the guns below. 


We are the Dead. Short days ago 
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow, 
Loved and were loved, and now we lie, 
In Flanders fields. 


Take up our quarrel with the foe: 

To you from failing hands we throw 
The torch; be yours to hold it high. 

If ye break faith with us who die 

We shall not sleep, though poppies grow 


In Flanders fields. 
—JoHN McCCRAE 
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A Student Speaks: 


THE WARDERS 


On Vimy Ridge and Passchendaele 

Our silent armies sleep, 

Through Summer’s sun and Winter’s gale 

And ’neath the starry deep; q. 
No more for them the dawn of day, 

Nor sunset on the hill, 

Their shouts and songs have died away, 

Their giant strength is still. 


The march of time goes swiftly by 
And brings its care and toil, 

But in eternal youth they lie 

Beneath a foreign soil; 

With iron limbs and fire for breath 
They charged amidst the gloom, 

And shared along those fields of death 
The comradeship of doom. 


Yet not in vain they watch and wait 
Strong champions of the right, 

They are the warders at our gate 

And guard us through the night. 
From selfish aim and paltry ease, 
From slavery of the soul, 

The men that save the land are these, 
They point us to the goal. 


—F. G. ScCoTtT 


TWO MINUTE SILENCE 


IN MEMORY OF THE FALLEN 
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A Student Leads: 


OUR PRAYER 


Dear God, we do not understand 

Why misery is in our land, 

Nor why the countries far away 

Should fight and quarrel day by day; 
But this we very surely know 

That only happy things will grow 

From friendly thoughts and friendly deeds, 
So, in our lives, we’ll sow the seeds 

Of comradeship sincere and true, 

And kindliness in all we do. 

And when our childhood days are past 
Maybe we'll help the world at last 

To be as You would have it be, 

A happy, friendly family. 

Dear God, please hear us when we pray 
And help us one and all to-day. AMEN 


The Class in Unison: 


At this time, when evil men are trying to conquer 
the world, I promise before God to do all I can 
to help my country; I will make myself strong 
in mind and body; I will be unselfish and do my 
utmost to help the men who are fighting for us; 
every day I will pray that God will bless our King 
and Queen, our leaders, our sailors, our soldiers 
and our airmen and that with Thy help we shall 
be victorious. 


The Class Sings: 
THE NATIONAL ANTHEM 


God save our gracious King, 
Long live our noble King, 
God save our King. 

Send him victorious, 
Happy and glorious, 

Long to reign over us, 

God save the King. 


* * * 
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Issued by the Director of Public Information, Ottawa, 
under authority of Hon. J. T. Thorson, 
Minister of National War Services. 


Printed in Canada. 
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